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uncier lieors both Greeke and Latine, that Biſhops are the ſame 
x Fresbiters, and beſides Presbiters, there is no mention of any other 

Order, but that of Deacons; of both which Orders there were inche 
{Apoltles times, in one City morethen one, as in Philippi and Epbeſar. 
* And” we hambly offer to your Majeſty as cb{ervable; That though one 
; order might be ſuperionr to another order, yet in the ſame order of 
Officers, there was notany one ſuyperiour to others of the fame order; 
No Apoſtle was above an Apoſtle, no Evangeliſt above an Evangeliſt, 
© n9 Pcesbieer above a Presbiter, no Deacon above a Deacon : And fo 
we conclude this part, that ſince Church Officers are inſtituted and ſet 
' In'the Church by God; orChriſt Jetus ; And that Ordination by or 
' In which the Office is conveyed,” is ofno other Officers but of Presbyters 
- and Deacons; therefore there are no- other orders-of ordinary aud 
| Randing Officers in the Churches of Chriſt. 

[ | As tor the ages immediately ſucceeding the Apoſtles, we anſwer, 
4 Firſt, Our faith reacheth no further then the holy Scriptures3 no 
| humaneteſtimony can beget any morethen an humane faith. 
» Secondly, We anſwer, that it is agreed upon by learned men, as 
*F well ſach-as contend for Epifcopacy as others; that the times immedi- 
| are —_— the Apoltles, are! very darke-in reſpe&of the Hiſtory of 
| theChurct: 
| Thirdly, That the moſt unqueſtionable recordvfthoſe times, gives 
cleare teſtimony to our affertion, viz. The Epiltle of Clement to the 
EF | Corinthians , who recicingthe Order-of Church Officers, exprefty li- 
©} mits them totwo Biſhops, and Deacons; And they whom in oneplace 
* } he catPd Biſhopshe alwaics afterwards nameth Presbyters. The Epililes- 
F | of Iprativs pretend indeed co thenext Antiquity, but are by ſome ſal- - 
| | pefted as wholly ſpurious, and proved by Videlzus to be ſo mixed, that 
"| It is hard if not- impoſſible. co know what partsof them are genuine. 
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Briarkes were,) whichis cleare by DuGtor Ns - Sir 
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isno difference between a Presbyter anda 4. And that Medenis, 
in the Coancell of Trent affirmes not only the ſame Fathers. bar alſd ©. 
another' Jerome 3 Theodoret, Primatiny) Sedulins, and TheopbilaF, © 
to be of the ſame judgement : and that with them agreed Oecamini- * 
», Anſelme Arch-Biſhop of Canturbury, andanother Anſelme ; Gre» * 
gory and: Gratian, and after themmany others; that ic wasinrol'd © 
in the Canon Law for ſound —— doQtine,and pudliquely. . 
taught by learned men, 'and adds, that all who have laboured in the 
reformation of the Church fortheſe five hundred yeeres, have taught 
that all Paſtors, be they inftituted Biſhops or Prielts , have equall 
authoricy and power by Gods words The ſame way gocs:Lumbard 
Maſter of the ſentences, and Father of the Schoole-men, -who ſpea- 
king of Pregbyters- and Deacons, ſaith the Primitive Churches had 
thoſe Orders only ; and that we hare the Apoſtles precept for them 
alone; with him agree many of the nioſt eminent of that kinde, and 
generally all the Cannoniits z to thefe we may adde Sextus Senenſis, 
who. teſtifies for himſelfe and'many others; and Cafſandey who-was 
called by one of the Germane Emiperours, as one of tingular ability 
and integrity, to informe himand reſolve his conſcience in queſtions 
of that natare, who. ſaies it is agreed among all inthe Apoſtles - 
times, there was no difference betwixt a Biſhop and-a Presbirer. A 
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eialsbel to Church-governmengſuch are appointed by Chriſt 
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